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Mter a five-year renovation on his Los Angeles 
home, Bill Frack can think of only one payoff that 

would outweigh the disruption: Permanence. As in 
staying put, now and forever after, even hould H olly-

wood and hell both freeze over. As Kristi Nelson-who 
happen to be both Bill 's wife and the interior designer who 
in tiga ted th e half-decade of inconvenience--tells it, "Bill ays 
when he retires, he's locking the gate and putting out the ign, 
'Feed the Frack.' He's not leaving for any reason! " 

Kristi fell in love wi th the 1936 Georgian K evival, built for 
one of the cofounder of UCLA, only after watching it languish 
on the market for an entire summer. The bu y treet was off­
putting, but good west-side schools and sidewalks for their now 
11-year-old son, Ben, fmaUy were incentive enough to get her 
in the door. One look at the living room' verdant view~old . 

On the other hand, Bill, as a busines nu nagement consultant, 
"was very iffY," says Kri ti . "H e didn 't get it at aU . He fma11y said, 
'If you promise me you can make tlus hou e into ometrung I 
will love, we 11 buy it.' The ize of tile project wa way more than 
anyone else wanted to take on . It was daunting," Kristi adnuts. 

Their original plan was to renovate in phases, one Roor at 
a time. But those best- laid plan went the way of load-bearing 
wills-nowhere. "We were starting in the ki tchen, when the 
structu ral engineer informed us that this whole thing was being 
held together by Hail Marys. It wa a house of cards, with no 
load-bearing walls to upport it," Kri ti explain . 

The kitchen's ceiling agged, and the up lairs' joi ts bowed, 
so a new plan was devised to tackle both the mai n Roor and 
upstair at once. After living in the hou e for two years, the 
fanUly-not according to plan- had to move out for 2.12 years. 
"The whole project, tart to finish, took five year ," Kristi 
remembers with a sigh of exhaustion. 

Above: A forgiving red rug In the living room 

teams with comfy chairs. A Georgian cupboard 

hangs above an antique bowfront chest, miXing 

naturally with the room's other 18th- and 
19th-century pieces from England, France, 

China , and America. 
Right: I nterior designer Kristi Nelson lives 

carefree with her family and her Great Pyrenees, 

Daisy, thanks to her elegant but hardy design. 

Left: Kristl designed her home's new Georgian­

style rear facade, including the veranda 

overlooking the pool. 
Preceding pages: The entry's Brunchswig & Fils 

corn-motif wallpaper honors Knstl's Ind iana 
roots. The living room's exquisite Georgian 

mirrors flank European-style iron windows. 
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KRISTI NELSON 
OUR DESIGNER SAYS 

"Color IS affected by everything around it; it does not exist In a vacuum," reminds deslgner/ 
homeowner Kristl Nelson. Her guidelines to encourage your prowess with palettes: 
• Rooms with northern or eastern exposures have the coolest, bluest light. Use warm hues 
to counterbalance that. For southern and western exposures, use cool colors, but keep 
them Intense to stand up to the harsh exposures .• Don't Just paint your ceilings white. For 
a soft, soothing feel, tint them to complement the wall-great for bedrooms. For drama, use 
metallics [like the silver and gold leaf on Knstl'S dining room ceiling]. Paint ceilings blue to 
add airiness. Paint porch ceilings blue to discourage wasps from nesting there. Rumor has 
It they'll think It's sky .• Highlight such architectural details as moldings With white, plus pale 
colors that coordinate With your walls .• Black: Every room should have a little, as on my 
Windows .• Gild the lily. A touch of gold or silver leaf calls out architectural details. 





Left: A 19th-century Waterford crystal 

chandelier adds shapely but restrained 

elegance to the dinmg room. The Baker table 

is surrounded by eight Adam-style shleld­

back chairs-ail in excellent condition-that 
were crafted in 1815 for the Louisiana 

governor's mansion. 

Above and right: Kristi's collection of 

18th- and 19th-century blue-and-whlte 

English transferware and Chinese 

Cantonware decorates the kitchen, gutted 

and rebuilt to overlook the new pool. 

As only the fourth family to own the house, Kri ti and BiJJ 
were lucky to have inherited few 'improvements." The only 
one, in fact, wa an inappropriate addition at dle back tacked 
on in the '50 . "We had to remove the wart," laughs Kri ti. [n 
its place, dley erected a running tribute to Georgian Revival 
de ign-an elegant veranda overlooking a new pool. 

"Bill and I both got our master's [degrees] in France. Mine 
was in studio art and art history, with a concentration in 1 th­
and 19m-century architecture. The Palladian window and the 
ynunetry of the veranda refer back to my art history back­

ground" Kristi explains. No surprise, the new veranda' a fave. 
Except for gutting the kitchen, the main floor went mrough 

no major change. "We kept me original footprint," notes Kristi . 
Up rair , however, wa a different matter. nly me original 
ma ter bedroom,now son Ben's bedroom, retained its dimen ion. 

Through all the exten ive re haping, the Nelon were firm 
about one thing: "We finished the hou e to look a it hould 

have originally appeared," Kristi says. "We replastered the wall , 
recast the pIa ter moldings, and in taJJed iron window for mat 
whole European reference." 

The renovation hinged on her twofold philosophy: "De ign 
i about reflecting who you are, but it's al 0 about reflecting 
the context. Older houses have a oul.You have to look for that 
and Ii ten to it: he counsel. 

Kri ti ' sensibility mirrored that of her home. "My particular 
taste gravitates toward antiques and a European feel. [ al 0 mink 
a lot of color is what brings a home to life. It provide warmm 
and make it per onal. Because mis home had a hi tory, [ didn 't 
want to introduce anything trendy. It wouldn't have been right 
for the house, and it wouldn't have reflected our per onal taste.' 

Kri ti painted the living room wall a happy yellow and me 
intricate moldings a crisp white. he and Bill bom fell for me red 

tark rug me minute mey saw it. " It's almo t a leopard print but 
not quite," describe Kri ti. "And it was on sale! We rolled it up, 
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and it sat in torage for three years, unril we could move back in." 
Turns out, it was worth the wait-and notju t for the ae thetics. 
The rug' coloration i immen ely forgiving. 

"One of our family' tradition i an annual hri tmas party," 
says Kristi. "We had to mj it while we were renovating, and 
that was one of the first trungs we looked forward to ho ting 
when we moved back in. About a half hour into the party, 
omeone bumped into a tray and red wine Aew everywhere.We 

love red wool carpet!" 
Be ides its warm palette, the living room i per onilized with 

antiques like the pair of matching Georgian rrilrror the couple 
found for a teal at auction, period French chairs from an e tate 
ale, and a bowfront che t surmounted by a Georgian hanging 

cupboard." I don 't buy piece becau e I have place for them but 
becau e I love them," ay Kri ti. There' also a practical reason 
for collecting. " If a piece has lived 300 year, it'll live a little 
longer. I'm alway looking, no matter where I happen to be." 
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The living room' ofa and curtain are a cotton-linen dam­
a k blend that Kristi found for a comparatively inexpensive 25 
a yard. " I'd wanted a particular beautiful Italian hade of yellow­
gold, and tru wa it."A hi torical paint color cover the dining 
room wall , but the mottled ilver-and-gold ceiling " throws a 
really yellow cast on the walls for that bronze look," she explains. 

The master bedroom i part of the addition that replaced the 
"wart" and i Kri ti ' favorite interior space. Color is the key. " It' 
painted a peachy-apricot color, and the room faces east. It' the 
warme t, true t color to wake up to. It's that color of the horizon 
ju t as the un i ri ing." A good color to feed the Frack. i!ii 
For more information, see sources on page 172 

A Scalamandre silk velvet covers the headboard, which is dramatized 
With a floral canopy. Benjamin Moore's "Apncot Ice" colors the 

ceiling. Nancy Corzine's Side chairs and bench create COZiness at the 

foot of the bed. 
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