s =’

AYES) SAAARAARRRES MU = o

PO FECPPEPrrves

L .q.w,,

=
N

-

¥ =

FEREPiredi=

w

m

>

<

o
— O
wn z
=]
_.n.v._EO
== >
Zvc
MWE
> o
i EoQ

o >
- OHY
= EPB
wAD
[
2 6o
Z 0>
MTD
9.0
> T
maa

=

DESIGNER'

traditionalhome.com

(=}
=
o
~N
x
w
[
(o]
=
Q
(=]
@
0
—






After a five-year renovation on his Los Angeles
home, Bill Frack can think of only one payoff that
would outweigh the disruption: Permanence. As in
staying put, now and forever after, even should Holly-
wood and hell both freeze over. As Kristi Nelson—who
happens to be both Bill's wife and the interior designer who
tells it, “Bill says

instigated the half-decade of inconvenience
when he retires, he’s locking the gate and putting out the sign,
‘Feed the Frack He’s not leaving for any reason!”

Kristi fell in love with the 1936 Georgian Revival, built for
one of the cofounders of UCLA, only after watching it languish
on the market for an entire summer. The busy street was off-
putting, but good west-side schools and sidewalks for their now
11-year-old son, Ben, finally were incentive enough to get her
in the door. One look at the living room’ verdant view—sold.

On the other hand, Bill, as a business management consultant,
“was very iffy,” says Kristi.“He didn’t get it at all. He finally said,
‘If you promise me you can make this house into something I
will love, we’ll buy it The size of the project was way more than
anyone else wanted to take on. It was daunting,” Kristi admits.

Their original plan was to renovate in phases, one floor at
a time. But those best-laid plans went the way of load-bearing
walls—nowhere. “We were starting in the kitchen, when the
structural engineer informed us that this whole thing was being
held together by Hail Marys. It was a house of cards, with no
load-bearing walls to support it,” Kristi explains.

The kitchen’s ceiling sagged, and the upstairs’ joists bowed,
so a new plan was devised to tackle both the main floor and
upstairs at once. After living in the house for two years, the
family—not according to plan—had to move out for 2} years.
“The whole project, start to finish, took five years,” Kristi
remembers with a sigh of exhaustion.
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Above: A forgiving red rug in the living room
teams with comfy chairs. A Georgian cupboard
hangs above an antique bowfront chest, mixing
naturally with the room's other 18th- and
19th-century pieces from England, France,
China, and America.

Right: Interior designer Kristi Nelson lives
carefree with her family and her Great Pyrenees,
Daisy, thanks to her elegant but hardy design.
Left: Kristi designed her home's new Georgian-
style rear facade, including the veranda
overlooking the pool.

Preceding pages: The entry's Brunchswig & Fils
corn-motif wallpaper honors Kristi’s Indiana
roots. The living room'’s exquisite Georgian
mirrors flank European-style iron windows.
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Left: A 19th-century Waterford crystal
chandelier adds shapely but restrained
elegance to the dining room. The Baker table
is surrounded by eight Adam-style shield-
back chairs—all in excellent condition—that
were crafted in 1815 for the Louisiana
governor's mansion.

Above and right: Kristi’s collection of

18th- and 19th-century blue-and-white
English transferware and Chinese
Cantonware decorates the kitchen, gutted
and rebuilt to overlook the new pool.

As only the fourth family to own the house, Kristi and Bill
were lucky to have inherited few “improvements.” The only
one, in fact, was an inappropriate addition at the back tacked
on in the '50s. “We had to remove the wart,” laughs Kristi. In
its place, they erected a stunning tribute to Georgian Revival
design—an elegant veranda overlooking a new pool.

“Bill and I both got our master’s [degrees| in France. Mine
was in studio art and art history, with a concentration in 18th-
and 19th-century architecture. The Palladian window and the
symmetry of the veranda refer back to my art history back-

ground,” Kristi explains. No surprise, the new veranda’s a fave.

Except for gutting the kitchen, the main floor went through

no major changes.*“We kept the original footprint,” notes Kristi.

Upstairs, however, was a different matter. Only the original

master bedroom,now son Ben’s bedroom, retained its dimensions.

Through all the extensive reshaping, the Nelsons were firm
about one thing: “We finished the house to look as it should

have originally appeared,” Kristi says.*“We replastered the walls,
recast the plaster moldings, and installed iron windows for that
whole European reference.”

The renovation hinged on her twofold philosophy:*“Design
is about reflecting who you are, but it’s also about reflecting
the context. Older houses have a soul.You have to look for that

and listen to it,” she counsels.

Kristi’s sensibility mirrored that of her home.*“My particular
taste gravitates toward antiques and a European feel. I also think
a lot of color is what brings a home to life. It provides warmth
and makes it personal. Because this home had a history, I didn’t
want to introduce anything trendy. It wouldn’t have been right
for the house, and it wouldn’t have reflected our personal taste.”

Kristi painted the living room walls a happy yellow and the
intricate moldings a crisp white. She and Bill both fell for the red
Stark rug the minute they saw it. “It’s almost a leopard print but
not quite,” describes Kristi. “And it was on sale! We rolled it up,
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and it sat in storage for three years, untl we could move back in.”
Turns out, it was worth the wait—and not just for the aesthetics.
The rug’s coloration is immensely forgiving.

“One of our family’s traditions is an annual Christmas party,”
says Kristi. “We had to miss it while we were renovating, and
that was one of the first things we looked forward to hosting
when we moved back in. About a half hour into the party,
someone bumped into a tray and red wine flew everywhere. We
love red wool carpet!™

Besides its warm palette, the living room is personalized with
antiques like the pair of matching Georgian mirrors the couple
found for a steal at auction, period French chairs from an estate
sale, and a bowfront chest surmounted by a Georgian hanging
cupboard.“I don’t buy pieces because I have places for them but
because I love them,” says Kristi. There’s also a practical reason
for collecting. “If a piece has lived 300 years, it'll live a little
longer. I'm always looking, no matter where I happen to be.”
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The living room’s sofa and curtains are a cotton-linen dam-
ask blend that Kristi found for a comparatively inexpensive $25
a yard.*'I'd wanted a particular beautiful Italian shade of yellow-
gold, and this was it.”A historical paint color covers the dining
room walls, but the mottled silver-and-gold ceiling “throws a
really yellow cast on the walls for that bronze look,” she explains.

The master bedroom is part of the addition that replaced the
“wart” and is Kristi’s favorite interior space. Color is the key. “It’s
painted a peachy-apricot color, and the room faces east. It's the
warmest, truest color to wake up to. It’s that color of the horizon
just as the sun is rising.” A good color to feed the Frack. &

For more information, see sources on page 172

A Scalamandré silk velvet covers the headboard, which is dramatized
with a floral canopy. Benjamin Moore's “Apricot Ice” colors the
ceiling. Nancy Corzine's side chairs and bench create coziness at the
foot of the bed.
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